
    
 

  Anne E. Moncure Elementary School 
       75 Moncure Lane , Stafford, Virginia 22556 
              540.658.6300 

BEAR FACTS 
“Engage and Empower all Learners to Thrive” 

Mr. Greg Machi—Principal                                           Mrs. Abbey Martinez—Vice Principal 

Upcoming Events 

February 1st – Lost & Found Donations 

February 8th - Report Cards go Home 

February 12th - 4th and 5th Grade     

  Variety Show Tryout 

February 14th – Early Release 

February 18th – No School     

  (President’s Day) 

February 19th - 4th and 5th Grade             

 Variety Show Dress Rehearsal 

February 20th – CiCi’s Spirit Night     

     (5-8PM) 

February 21st  —  4th and 5th Grade              
  Variety Show 

February 21st – Science Fair Projects 

  are Due  

February 22nd – Moncure Spirit Day  

February 22nd – Student of the Month 

  Breakfast 

February 23rd – District Chorus 

February 28th – STREAM Night 

WORD OF THE MONTH: 

RESPECT 

 

 
 

 

Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians, 

 It’s hard to believe we have reached the second 
half of the school year.  Although we have already          
accomplished a great amount of learning, it is staggering 
how much still lies ahead.  As always, January and        
February are traditionally busy months for mid-year    
assessments.  Our staff is meeting regularly to analyze 
student data and develop impactful lessons.   We are   
gearing up for an awesome second half of the year.    

 I would like to send out a special thanks to          
everyone who donated items for our December Design 
Challenge Day.  Your donations truly make these        
memorable learning opportunities possible.  Please mark 
your calendars for our STREAM Night / Science Fair on 
February 28th and our next Design Challenge Day on 
March 15th.  Both of these experiences are valuable        
opportunities for students to practice Stafford County’s 
C5W learner profile skills.  Thanks for your support!   

 Mr. Machi’s Message: 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/2776


 

 

What’s not to LOVE about February? Our teachers and staff are all working hard this month, planning 
engaging learning experiences, finishing mid-year assessments, writing report cards, and teaching     
rigorous lessons to help all of our students learn and grow. To give your student every opportunity and 
the best exposure to all learning time, please ensure that your children arrive to school on time, every 
day, or they will miss out on this valuable learning. 

You will receive your child’s second report card on February 8th.  Does report card time ever produce 
anxiety in either you or your child? If so, try to keep the following in mind when report cards come 
home: 

 Sit down with your child and review the report card. 
 Praise your child! Find at least one good thing to comment on—improved grade, great behavior, 

good attendance, no tardies, etc. 
 Be calm. If your child receives a poor grade, listen to them explain why and decide upon a remedy 

together. 
 Work together as a team—you, your child, and your child’s teacher—to set goals and come up with 

a plan of action for improvement. 
 

 
 

   

At this time, I would like to take a moment to highlight  two of Anne E. Moncure’s 
distinguished staff members.  First, I would like to recognize Mrs. Charissa Hollyfield as 
Moncure’s 2019 Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Hollyfield has been a member of Moncure’s 
fourth grade team since 2013.  Mrs. Hollyfield has a knack for motivating and inspiring 
students to learn, have self-confidence, and develop perseverance.  Her dedication and 
commitment to children and their learning as well as her ability to mentor her students 
and colleagues are simply awesome!  We are very fortunate to have Mrs. Hollyfield as a 
Moncure Bear!   Congratulations Mrs. Hollyfield! 

Next, I would like to recognize Mr. Brett Morrison as Moncure’s 2019 Service   
Employee of the Year.  Since joining Moncure’s staff in 2017, Mr. Morrison has become 
invaluable to Moncure’s staff and students.  He makes daily connections with students 
and will always stop and take advantage of teachable moments.  Mr. Morrison takes 
the time to help all students and is simply an incredible role model.  Should you have 
the opportunity, please take a moment to congratulate both Mrs. Hollyfield and Mr. 
Morrison for all they do.  We are certainly proud to have them as this year’s honorees.    

Throughout the month of February, there is a lot planned around Moncure.  
Please refer to the list of events above as you prepare for the month of February.    

 Finally, our Moncure Rebuild site is really looking amazing!  The roofs are on, the 
brick is laid, siding and windows are almost installed, and drywall is going up    
throughout the building.  While there is still a lot of work to be done, we can’t wait for 
our big move in July.  I cannot wait to smell the fresh paint in August!    

As always, thanks for sharing your children with Anne E. Moncure’s staff and 
community.  It is always a pleasure working with our Moncure BEARS.  I’m looking   
forward to a Fantastic February! 

 

Greg Machi 

 Principal 

Mr. Machi’s Message continued... 

Mrs. Martinez’s Message: 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/12309


 

Where has the time gone?  January 28th marked the end of the 
2nd grading period for Kindergarten.  Your kindergartener will be     

assessed for mastery in the areas of the report card that have 
been taught.  Please do not be alarmed if some areas do not 

have numbers.  This simply means that we have not addressed those 
are- as well enough to assess them.  Look for report cards to come home on 
February 8th.  Please read the report card, make any comments you would like 

and return your comment card and envelope as soon as possible to your child’s teacher. 

During the month of February, kindergarten will be working very hard!  We will continue to 
learn new letters and letter sounds, practice counting to 100, and count backwards from 10 
to 0.  Kindergarteners will be expected to begin writing their last names with a capital letter 
in the beginning and lowercase letters for the rest of the name.  We will also celebrate 
Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, Lincoln and Washington’s birthday, and 
the 100th day of school.   

BRRRR….. It’s cold outside!  Please make sure that your kindergartener wears a jacket to 
school every day.  We will continue to go outside for recess and want to keep everyone 
warm.  

In the midst of the winter cold season, please remember that when your child has a fever, 
he needs to stay home and be fever free for 24 hours without meds, before they return to 
school. Many times our children appear to be ‘on the mend,’ only to lose their energy and 
strength by coming back to school too early. 

Reading is at the heart of everything we do in Kindergarten.  Please take time out every 
evening to read with your child.  

As always, thank you for entrusting us with your precious child/children! 

 The Kindergarten Team 

 

 

 

It is cold and flu season. It is our goal to keep students healthy and at school. If your child is sick, please 
keep them home to avoid the spread of illness. If your child has a fever of 100 or above, they should stay 
home until their fever has been gone 24 hours without medication. They must also stay home if they 
have nausea, vomiting or diarrhea. Thank you for helping us keep everyone at school healthy! 

We enjoy using social media to increase our communication about the wonderful things happening at 
our school. We have a Moncure Elementary Twitter (@AnneEMoncureES) account and a                       
MoncureKidTweet (@KidMoncure) account that feature photos of great learning taken by some of our 
very own 5th grade students! Please follow us! We also have a Moncure Elementary Facebook page. We 
use these for announcements, pictures of great learning, celebrations of success, positive quotes, shar-
ing division and school information, and sharing of educational articles. We are hopeful that this will 
increase our partnerships with our families and community. 

At Moncure Elementary, we value the partnership we have with families to help all children be           
successful. We appreciate having parents and families who are strong partners and advocates for their 
children AND our school. February will be a LOVEly month at Moncure Elementary! 

       Abigail Martinez 

       Assistant Principal 

Ms. Martinez’s Message continued 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/21239


 
 
 
 
 
 

First grade is flying into February. We have completed mid-year assessments and are now heading 
into the third quarter. In reading, the students are learning and practicing several new reading                   
comprehension strategies. These include sequencing story events, asking questions (what, where, when, 
why, how), and identifying and explaining main idea and key details (for non-fiction texts). In writing, the    
students are focusing on sequencing their stories, making sure to include a beginning, middle, and end. In 
social studies, the students will begin a month-long study of famous Americans as we cover both President’s 
Day and Black History Month. The famous Americans taught this month include George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Martin Luther King Jr., Maggie Walker, and Arthur Ashe. Towards the end of the month, we will 
begin a science unit on force and motion. The first graders will also celebrate the 100th day of school this 
month by participating in a variety of fun learning experiences centered around the number 100. Keep     
reading at home and reviewing number combinations (+/- facts) to 10! 

  

       ~The First Grade Team 

 

 

 

 

Although February is a short month, it tends to be packed full of excitement here at        
Moncure!  There is President’s Day, Valentine’s Day, and we usually celebrate the 100th Day 
of School as well—don’t forget the snow days here and there!  

Early in the month we will be wrapping up our social studies unit on famous Americans such 
as Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr., Helen Keller, Rosa Parks, Cesear Chavez, Ben 
Franklin, George Washington Carver and Jackie Robinson. We will be moving into studying 
magnets in science beginning next week. 

Each class is planning a special Valentine’s Day celebration—watch for a class list to come 
home with your child to help with addressing Valentine cards. 

Continue to read nightly with your child and work on meeting those Accelerated Reading 
goals.    

We are continuing to work on addition and subtraction strategies.  We will soon begin adding 
double digits with and without regrouping. Continue to practice basic math facts at home to 
help with automaticity when adding larger numbers. 

We try to go outside whenever we can for recess.  Please make sure your child has the   
proper clothing to play outside. 

       Have a Fabulous Month! 

          Second Grade                                                              

 
First Grade 

News 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/484
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/21241


 

 

 

Wow!  It is hard to believe, but we are now beginning the second half of the school year!  The 
children have worked hard to learn our expectations and the third grade curriculum.       
Therefore, they should not need as many verbal reminders for everyday expectations such as 
being prepared for class, walking quietly in the hall, following directions, and completing work 
on time. 

Children should be reading for at least 20 minutes each night and practicing their               
multiplication and division facts. Third graders should master the 0, 1, 2, 5, and 10 facts.  The 
children should be prepared to take weekly AR tests so they can reach their quarterly reading 
goal. This is an excellent way to increase their reading comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency.  

RECESS - We do go outside for recess each day, weather permitting. Please make sure that 
your child wears a coat or jacket now that the weather is getting colder.  
       

      Thank you for your help and support at home. 

      The Third Grade Team 

 

 
Fourth Graders should be working hard on their science fair projects; remember due dates 
were set to keep your student on track to completing and not rushing at the end. We look         
forward to seeing all the final projects when they are presented in March and then on display 
at our STREAM night. 

Math- We will begin learning about measurement; weight, capacity and linear measurement. 
Practice using various tools to measure items. It can be fun if you cook or do a craft together 
that requires various measurements.  

Language Arts- We will be identifying cause and effect as we read; determining what hap-
pened and why. It is very important that they are reading nightly. Mrs. Torino, our reading 
specialist suggests a minimum of 30. Please encourage them to read at least 2 or 3                   
Accelerated Reader books a month, so that they can take a computerized test and earn points 
towards their goal. It is important the books chosen are within their reading range for optimal 
benefit. Higher is OK, if they are being successful. 

Social Studies- Students will begin learning about Westward Expansion after the                
Revolutionary War. We are very fortunate to live in such a history embedded state. Please 
take the time as a family to visit the museums, battlefields, etc. that our area has to offer. 

Science- Students will be learning about force, motion, and energy. Please review vocabulary 
to help their understanding of the concepts. We will be doing a lot of hands on activities to 
measure force and motion. 

Thank you for your support, 
The Fourth Grade Team  

Third Grade  
News 
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https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/486
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The Fifth Grade team hopes that your family was able to enjoy winter break together! Winter 
weather can really test our ability to be flexible with our instructional time in the classroom and so 
we would like to remind you how important it is that your students are reading at home and          
practicing their multiplication tables as often as possible. 

Fifth graders have started D.A.R.E. on Tuesdays with Deputy Scoggins and will continue with 
the program for twelve weeks. We have several community events already planned and would love to 
see you there! Friday, March 15, 2019 is the DARE Basketball Game (Law Enforcement vs. Educators) 
at 7PM @ Stafford High School. DARE Skate Night will take place Thursday, March 21, 2019 (6-8pm) 
@ Cavalier Skating Rink and finally our DARE Race (5K, 10K, & 1 Mile Kids Fun Run will take place        
Saturday, April 13, 2019 (8:30am-12:00pm) at Pratt Park.    

In Science, students are working diligently to get their Science Fair projects started with the   
development of a strong hypothesis. While the Science Fair project due date is fast approaching, we 
have spaced out small tasks from now until then to make the project manageable so that high quality 
work may be performed by all students. In Math, we will be wrapping up Multiplication with          
Fractions. We cannot reiterate enough how important it is for all students to continue to strengthen 
their math foundations with a confident knowledge of multiplication facts. In Reading, we are           
finishing up our unit on Summary. In February, you will find that students are working through the 
Colonies and Revolutionary War lessons of their Social Studies curriculum. 

We have reached the midpoint of the academic year, which means students are closer to being 
middle schoolers! Mid-year assessments are taking place in Math and Reading. As we are now half 
way through the school year, school supplies are in high demand! Please check with your                  
child to see if they need any replacements (ex. pencils, dry erase markers, highlighters)  
      

     Keep reading, reviewing, and learning! 
 
      Thank you for all your continued support at home! 
 
              Kind Regards, 
               The Fifth Grade Team 

 

 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/488


 

 

The Sketchbook 
This February 5th grade students are finishing up their velvet animal, bird and flower studies 
and then creating work inspired by Disney artist Mary Blair.  4th grade students are  making 
baby Bob Ross canvases, they are soo excited! Third grade students are continuing their city 
centers using roman and gothic architecture. In 2nd grade we are creating turtle weaving 
and learning native American folklore about turtles. First graders are studying work by 
Mattice and creating their own version of “the goldfish”.  In Kindergarten we are making art 
inspired by abstract artist Carla Gerard and street artist Chris Uphues.  

 

 

 

Stained Glass Cookies Recipe 

PRINT OPTIONS 

Print (no photos) 

Print (with photos) 

INGREDIENTS 

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter  1/2 cup sugar  1/4 cup brown sugar  1 tablespoon molasses 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 1 egg   2 cups flour   1/4 teaspoon salt 

3/4 teaspoon baking powder 30-40 hard candies (such as Life Savers or jolly ranchers), preferably in several flavors/colors 

METHOD 

1 Pre-heat oven to 375°F. Line two baking sheets with parchment paper or Silpat. 

2 In a large bowl, using an electric mixer, cream together butter and sugars until fluffy, about 2 minutes. Add molasses and vanilla 

extract, mixing until incorporated. Add egg and mix until light and smooth, about 1 minute on medium speed.  

3 Sift together flour, salt, and baking powder. Fold dry ingredients into wet mixture. Use electric mixer to blend just until flour is 

incorporated. Divide dough in half and flatten into two disks. Wrap disks in plastic wrap and refrigerate at least an hour and up to 2 

days. 

4 Remove any wrappers on candies and separate them by color into plastic bags. Using a mallet to crush candies 

5 Place one disk between two large sheets of waxed paper and roll to 1/4-inch thickness. Use cookie cutters to cut dough into de-

sired shapes. Transfer cookies to prepared baking sheets, about 1 inch apart. Using a smaller cookie cutter or a knife, cut shapes 

into centers of cookies, reserving these center bits to add into extra dough. 

6 Use a spoon to sprinkle the crushed candy into the hollowed-out centers of the cookies, filling to the edges. Try to keep the candy 

within the centers. Any candy specks that fall on the cookie will color the cookie.  

7 If cookies will be hung as ornaments or decorations, poke a small hole in the top of each cookie before baking.  

8 Bake 9 to 10 minutes. The candy should be melted and bubbling and the cookies just barely beginning to brown. Remove baking 

sheets from oven and place on wire racks to cool. Allow cookies to cool on pans at least 10 minutes; otherwise, the candy centers 

may separate from the dough. When cookies are completely cooled, remove and store in an airtight container. String with ribbon if 

you want to hang as an ornament. 

Makes 2 to 4 dozen cookies, depending on how large you make them. 

      Mrs. Brooks  brookshd@staffordschools.net  

Notes 
From 
Art 

 

http://simplyrecipes.com/recipes/stained_glass_cookies-print/
http://simplyrecipes.com/recipes/stained_glass_cookies-print-photo/
mailto:brookshd@staffordschools.net
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1972


February is Dental Health 

Month 
To Keep The Teeth Healthy: 

Gently clean the teeth and gums daily to remove decay producing germs.  

 

 Eat a balanced diet daily, limiting the frequency of sugary snacks. Brush the teeth as 
soon as possible after eating a sweet snack. Rinse the mouth with water when brushing is 
not possible. 

 Visit the dentist on a regular basis. 

 

Brushing with a fluoride toothpaste, receiving fluoride treatments from the dentist and 
drinking fluoridated water will make teeth stronger.         

 

 

 

 

Remember that Moncure Elementary is a collection site for your used glasses.  Please feel 
free to bring in any glasses you no longer need or use.  The Lions Club will recycle them 
for the community. 

School Nurse Substitutes needed. Contact Human Resources at 658-6000 for more information 

Free or Low Cost Health Insurance 
 

There is a place right here in your community to help you. 

 

Your child may be able to get comprehensive health and dental insurance that is free and 
costs only a few dollars for a doctor visit or for medicine.  If your children do not already 

have Medicaid or Famis they may qualify. 

Contact: 

Children’s Health Insurance Coordinator, Stafford County Head Start. 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/3754


Follow these easy steps to protect yourself  

and others from the Flu! 

1) Avoid close contact with people who are sick.  When you 
are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them 
from getting sick. 

2)  Stay home from work or school if you are sick.  You will 
help prevent others from catching your illness.   

3) Please use a tissue to cover your mouth and nose when 
you sneeze or blow your nose.  Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth. 

4) Please throw the tissue away in the trash immediately   
after you use it. 

5) Please wash your hands after coughing, sneezing or 
blowing your nose.  Wash your hands with soap and hot  
water for 15-20 seconds, drying your hands completely with 
a paper towel.  You can also use the alcohol-based hand 
gels . 

Clinic News cont’d…. 



 

 

Hello Families! Our school is proud to   
partner with the American Heart Association’s Kids Heart Challenge program this 
year. Your child will have the opportunity to be a heart hero by learning about heart 
health, social and emotional learning, and raising funds to help children with heart 
issues.  Together, with your child, go to www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge to sign 
up and take one of the three health challenges.  You can also register by using the 
free mobile app “Kids Heart Challenge.”  Just for signing up, your student will re-
ceive a glow in the dark wristband! When they get their first donations they will 
receive Echo and Finn (with an online donation) and a clasp to hold them together. 
In addition to helping the American Heart Association, our school can earn free PE 
equipment. Our school goal is $5000!! All donations are due on February 28th. 
Thank you for helping a great cause!  

 Our lost and found is growing by the 

day.  Please stop by and take a look if 

your child is missing an item. 

 With the cooler weather upon us it is 

helpful to write your child’s name on coats, gloves, 

scarves, hats, etc. We can easily return items to students 

when we know who it belongs to.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
NEWS 

http://www.heart.org/kidsheartchallenge
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/4184
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/4184


 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a 4th – 5th Grade Variety Show on Tuesday, February 12th at 7:00 p.m. Tryouts will 

be the week before. Interested students should put some thought toward what type of skill 

they would like to perform on the Variety Show. There will be a 2nd – 3rd Grade Variety Show 

on Tuesday, March 12, 2019. Applications will be available the end of February.  

Congratulations to MES fifth Grade chorus members accepted into the Virginia Music           

Educators Association District 5th Grade Chorus. The concert will be on February 23 at        

Spotsylvania High School @ 4:00 p.m. It is free and open to the public! 

The MES Ukulele club will start-up on Wednesday, February 20 and continue through May.  

Applications will be available soon.   

 

 

 

If you need to report an absence, pick up early or make a 

change to after school transportation please email us at:  

MEFrontoffice@staffordschools.net.  Notes should be sub-

mitted by 3:00 p.m. and be sure to include the child’s 

name and teacher’s name. Thank you! 

Need more “Notes to School”? 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/2008
https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/20122


 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

The student of the month breakfast for January was a huge success!   We had 28 children recognized 

for the word of the month, which was kindness.  It was great to see the overwhelming support from the par-

ents. I know how happy it makes the students to see their parents, grandparents and even their aunts and 

uncles come out to support them!  I would like to thank all of the parents who were willing to donate a food 

item to help celebrate the breakfast.  We truly appreciate it!  The word of the month for February is Respect. 

 

For Guidance this month we will be working on a variety of topics:  

Kindergarten: The Little Engine that could and talking about believing in yourself and never giving up 

1st Grade: Woolbur is about a sheep that does not want to follow the flock.  It’s a great story about 

being unique and one of a kind 

2nd Grade:  Hooway for Wodney Wat is about a rat who overcomes his fear of bullies 

3rd Grade: Learning about a Native American called the “Rainbow Crow” 

4th Grade: Conflict Resolution:  Walking the Bridge of Conflict Resolution 

5th Grade:  Internet Safety: Spoof or Truth  

 

Your school counselors, social worker and psychologist all have a page on the Moncure website (click 

Counselor’s Corner above to be taken there). Some of our information may overlap, but I think we can guar-

antee that you will find something you can use.  Resources in the community, activities and parent work-

shops, as well as many behavioral/academic pages are included.  Be sure to check us out!   

      Ms. Conde & Ms. Crane 

https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/3753


 

 

 

 

 

First grade Focus students will be learning how to write code in order to make an animated creation  

after reading The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig. 

The second grade Focus students will begin reading Treasure Island.  They will design and create a  

golden coin using a 3-D printer and participate in a treasure hunt.  

 The mystery of the Lost Colony will the topic for third grade Focus students in February.  They will 

search for clues to see if they can solve this American mystery. 

The fourth-graders will be using their critical thinking skills to solve various math logic puzzles. Next 

order of business, learning about Newton’s laws and using them to construct a roller coaster…stay 

tuned! 

Fifth-grade FOCUS students will participate two Breakout box challenges. Afterwards, they will design 

and create their own digital Breakout games.  They have chosen history or science topics and will share 

their creations with their classmates. 

All FOCUS students will be receiving an Independent Study Packet in the next few weeks.  Every child 

should be deciding upon a topic on which he or she will do research.  Using knowledge gained from their 

research, the students will create projects to share with the other Moncure Elementary FOCUS students.   

These projects will be showcased at the Stafford County FOCUS Festival.  Information concerning the 

festival will be sent home in the coming month or so. 

ABSENCE REPORTING POLICY 

ALL ABSENCES MUST BE REPORTED AND/OR A NOTE SENT IN WITHIN 

THREE (3) DAYS OF THE ABSENCE.  ANY REPORTING/NOTES SENT IN       

AFTER THAT TIME PERIOD WILL REMAIN UNEXCUSED.  Please refer to your 

Student Code of Conduct booklet for more information. 

You can report absences several ways: 

1. On our school website under the “Parents” tab. 

2. Call the school 540-658-6300 

3. Send email to:  mefrontoffice@staffordschools.net 

4. Send a note to school with your child upon their return. 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/1984
https://www.staffordschools.net/Domain/17


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding books to read in the library catalog 

Recently, Moncure fourth grade classes learned about genres  and how understanding the way books are cate-

gorized by shared qualities helps us talk about books and find more titles to enjoy.  Students can browse by 

topic from the library catalog (https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/14442), at school or at home. 

Click on a topic and then filter by Accelerated Reader or interest level for personalized results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Books 

Did you know new library books are added to the collection throughout the year? Students can browse new 

books on display, such as these picture books, which were recently purchased for the library. 

 

Readers get a glimpse of a day in the life of seven children from around the world in This is How 

We Do It by Matt Lamothe. 

 

  Dreamers author Yuyi Morales tells her own immigration story using 

  lyrical verse and surreal art.  

 

Albert the bear tries to comfort his favorite tree which appears to by crying, only to realize the tears 

might be coming from another forest animal in this whimsical tale called Albert’s Tree by Jenni 

Desmond. 

 

Book Fair Volunteers Needed 

Our Spring Book Fair is already coming up February 25th to March 1st. Parent volunteers are needed through-

out the week to assist students and run the register, as well as for set up and tear down, no experience           

necessary! Connect with other parents and staff while helping this library  

https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/14442
https://www.staffordschools.net/domain/799


Thinking Blocks 

4 different apps that focus on problem solving in the areas of addition & subtraction, 
multiplication and division, fractions, and ratios 

https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html  

 

 

VA Department of Education 

Standards of Learning (SOL) & Testing 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/index.shtml 

 

Some Homework Help 
 
Good questions to help make sense of math. 
How can I help my child with math homework?  

Kinder Bears and First Grade Bears 
Rekenreks 
Ten Frames and Dot Card Activitiies 

 

Playing Games- Math Fun for all Ages         
 
 Robo Packer—Flips, Slides and Turns 
 Problem Solving Resources 
 Geometry Games 
 Fresh Baked Fractions 
 Fraction Match Up 
 Explore Perimeter and Area 
 Decimal and Whole Number Jeoparty 
 Computation Games 
 Everyday Math Computation Videos 
 Thirteen Way to Look at Half 
 Ten Frame Games 
 Name That Number 
 Five Frame Games 
 K-8 Computation Games 
 National Library of Virtual Manipulatives 
 

Above you will find some interesting and fun websites to discover and 
play with math-ENJOY! 
 
Math Textbooks are ready for preview in the school library. 
                                                                   

Math MoMents 

https://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/index.shtml
https://www.staffordschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=24634&dataid=13286&FileName=How%20can%20I%20help%20my%20child%20with%20math%20homework.docx
https://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/Rekenrek.html
http://iss.rbe.sk.ca/sites/iss/files/Dot%20Card%20and%20Ten%20Frame%20Package2005.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moncure’s ESOL Department embraces and celebrates diverse cultures.  

 

 Want to learn more about the history of Chinese New Year? Click here  

Learn how to say Happy Chinese New Year. Click here 

 

February is Black History Month 

Black History Month is a time for all of our students to celebrate the rich       

history of African Americans.  

 

To help your child learn more about Black History Month, Click on the            

following links: 

https://www.familyeducation.com/entertainment-activities/black-history-

month 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=706 

 

https://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/black-history-month-for-kids/  

  

 

https://chinesenewyear.net/
https://metro.co.uk/video/how-say-happy-chinese-new-year-1398847/?ito=vjs-link
https://www.familyeducation.com/entertainment-activities/black-history-month
https://www.familyeducation.com/entertainment-activities/black-history-month
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/collection.jsp?id=706
https://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/black-history-month-for-kids/


What are we learning in ESOL?  

 

Examples of some links are provided, just click on them. Enjoy! 

The alphabet song  

Identifying both upper and lower case letters, and knowing their sounds.  

Rhyming words  

Sentence starters (ex: I like to...) 

Sounding out words Phonics and decoding words (reading and writing) 

Reading small books 

Dolch Sight Words  

Close Reading of Text    

Writing Complete Sentences  

Test Taking Strategies and Reading  comprehension Supporting evidence for answers selected (going back to the text to prove the 

answer) 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENT PARTICIPATION 

 

Students in grade K-1 are continuing to work on their letter sound and building their sight words. We are also learning to speak and 

write our thoughts in complete sentences. Parents please make sure to read to your child or let your child read to you every night 

or as much as you can. 

Ask your child about his/her day. 

Visit a library with your child. 

Have your child log into the FREE reading accounts that were provided by the ESOL Department. Your child has a FREE EPIC, 

ABC Mouse or Raz-Kids account. Reading for 10 minutes per grade level helps your child develop as a reader.  

Visit museums often. 

Introduce your child to lots of vocabulary words by picking a new word weekly.  

WIDA begins Feb. 5-March 8 

All ESOL students will be tested on WIDA ACCESS 2.0.  
Fun fact: What is WIDA Access Test? 

This test evaluates students’ skills and knowledge in speaking, reading, writing and listening. Students with high scores can test out 

of ESOL. This will take several weeks. 

Tips for parents to help their kids prepare for WIDA.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 
Mrs. Woolfolk      Mrs. Manzanares 
ESOL Teacher      ESOL Instructional Para 
Woolfolkrj@staffordschools.net    Manzanaresyl@staffordschools.net 
 

https://youtu.be/75p-N9YKqNo
http://www.roomrecess.com/pages/K1.html
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=cSPmGPIyykU
https://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/sentence-starter-cards/view/
https://www.kizphonics.com/product-types/preschool-phonics-games/C:/Users/franksja/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.magickeys.com/books/
https://sightwords.com/sight-words/flash-cards/
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/language_arts/cloze/1/clz.pdf
https://youtu.be/0Wrv_ZviMEc
https://www.slideshare.net/mobile/hellojenjones/powerful-testtaking-strategies-elementary-level
https://www.slideshare.net/mobile/hellojenjones/powerful-testtaking-strategies-elementary-level
https://youtu.be/pa2MV2lZpFM
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing-students
mailto:Woolfolkrj@staffordschools.net
mailto:Manzanaresyl@staffordschools.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities in February! 

Without our fantastic volunteers, we would not be able to do all that we do. In February, we have two opportunities 
for you! Our monthly Teacher/Staff Appreciation Luncheon is a “Lady and the Tramp” theme! Share your best pasta 
dishes and sweets with our well-deserving staff on Wednesday, February 13th from 11:00am to 1:00pm. Please drop-
off your dish to the front office by 10am that morning. We also have our popular Valentine Smencil/Spirit Stick Sale 
happening from February 4th-8th and could use help from 8:15-9:15am. There are many different ways that you can 
help, so keep an eye out for those sign-up links.  

 

Spring Clothing Sale! 

We know you have closets, bins, and basements full of spring and summer clothes, toys, 
baby items, electronics and books that you don’t need anymore.  This is a great time to start 
tagging your items and earn money! Don’t wait until the last minute! More information at 
moncurepto.digitalpto.com or on Facebook at MoncureSale. Use the link below to ac-
cess your account or register as a new consignor! www.mysalemanager.net/
hom_start.aspx?partnercode=MONC  

 

Come join us at the Spring Clothing Sale March 8th and 9th.  The proceeds from the Clothing Sale go to benefit the 
students of Moncure Elementary.  You will find everything you need to outfit your kids for Spring and Summer and 
look through our large selection of DVDs, books, games, toys, sports equipment and more.  We also have everything 
you need for baby including clothing, cribs, strollers, linens and baby equipment.  You will also be able to sell and 
shop for WOMEN'S clothing.  Want to save even more money?  Come shop at 12:30PM and EVERYTHING IS 50% 
OFF!   

 

If you want to help, but can’t be there at the sale, we accept donations!!  We will have a box in the office to 
drop-off your donation.  Thank you, we couldn’t succeed without your support. 

 

Want to shop the pre-sale?  We need volunteers!  We appreciate our volunteers, so they get to shop a day early and 
earn and extra 10-15% on their sales.  Not bad for a quick 2-hour shift.  Volunteer shifts will be posted on the 
Clothing Sale website Saturday, February 9th at 10am.  Sign-up early at to get the time slot and job you want.  
Find more information, including how to sign up, visit our website at http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com/clothing-sale-
info/.  We need your help for another successful sale! 

 

Please visit us at http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com or contact us at anne.e.moncurepto@gmail.com if you would like 
to volunteer or need more information about any of our activities or upcoming events.  

PTO 
Corner 

Upcoming Important Dates: 

Feb 1st: Valentine Gram orders due 

Feb 4th-8th: Smencil/Spirit Stick Sales in the front hallway 8:30am-9:00am  

Feb 9th: Clothing Sale Volunteer shifts posted online at 10:00am 

Feb 11th: PTO meeting in the PTO Room 10:00am 

Feb 13th: Teacher/Staff Appreciation Lunch 

Feb 14th: EARLY RELEASE  

Feb 18th: NO SCHOOL 

Feb 20th: Spirit Night at CiCis Pizza 5pm-8pm 

Feb 22nd: Spirit Day (wear your Bear Wear or blue to school) 

March 7th: Clothing Sale Consignor Deadline – all items must be entered 
by 12pm 

March 8th-9th:  Spring Clothing Sale (Registration open now) 
 

http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mysalemanager.net%2Fhom_start.aspx%3Fpartnercode%3DMONC&h=ZAQGA0z_8AQH1za0BPtWmoTwRGCelkxiVCiLa2_tmsRpOtA&enc=AZNFJvKof-hYGS6eCxlcnfN7-BKsflCzEjVhUWXXoyWlO8wLT5HvDzks9EHB2JToJ6r9ydZGr9dl0OkB-2uxSa_6WChZlMpuKDKGCK
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mysalemanager.net%2Fhom_start.aspx%3Fpartnercode%3DMONC&h=ZAQGA0z_8AQH1za0BPtWmoTwRGCelkxiVCiLa2_tmsRpOtA&enc=AZNFJvKof-hYGS6eCxlcnfN7-BKsflCzEjVhUWXXoyWlO8wLT5HvDzks9EHB2JToJ6r9ydZGr9dl0OkB-2uxSa_6WChZlMpuKDKGCK
http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com/clothing-sale-info/
http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com/clothing-sale-info/
http://moncurepto.digitalpto.com

